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Writing Op-Eds 

- “Op-Ed” stands for “opinion editorial”; it’s a short opinion piece (here: 2-4 pages double-spaced) 

- Despite the name, good op-eds (like philosophy papers) are arguments, not just stating opinions: 

reasoned defenses of a claim, justifying the view put forward by appeal to evidence and applying 

developed theoretical resources.  

- Unlike philosophy papers, op-eds are meant to engage readers with short attention spans, and to 

be directly relevant to the real world. The tone should be more informal, the vocabulary less 

technical, and the arguments less elaborate. You should assume little background knowledge.  

Writing Guidelines 

1. Opinion pieces are arguments. You are not just stating your opinion. You have to give 

reasons for it, and show that you are thinking critically and carefully about your topic. 

2. Have a clear thesis/central claim and say what it is very early on. The rest of the article is 

focused on defending the central claim. 

3. You need to provide justification for your claims. This can be in the form of offering 

examples or counterexamples (and explaining why they count as such), arguing from 

common sense principles, or arguing from philosophical views. Given that the aim here is to 

write about real-world topics, you probably want to appeal to some empirical evidence (e.g. 

statistics about women in the workplace). 

4. Be concise and to-the-point. Don’t add digressions: everything you write should be relevant 

to the central claim you’re defending (either part of an argument for the claim, or an 

objection to it that you want to consider). 

5. Write short sentences and short paragraphs, with one point per paragraph. Think about 

structure: the reader should be able to see what you’ve already established and the text 

should flow nicely. 

6. Think about your audience: here, it should be your friends and family. This means you need 

to avoid jargon and complicated vocabulary and explain things in clear, everyday language. 

When you introduce a new concept/term to explain things, make sure you explain what it 

means. 

7. Pick a topic that is relevant, interesting, and timely. For example: feminist philosophers 

have written about #MeToo, the Kavanaugh hearings, gendered aspects of day-to-day 

interactions, LGBTQ+ legislation and court cases, sexism in politics, and representations of 

femininity and masculinity in popular culture (among many other topics). 

8. Use philosophy: you are discussing a real-world topic as a philosopher. Use the theories, 

concepts, and distinctions we have been learning about in class to help us understand the 

real world and our experience better. 

Brainstorming Topics 

(a) potential topic(s),  

(b) what concepts/theories/arguments from the course you are going to apply/explain,  

(c) what you want to persuade your audience of (i.e. your central claim). 

Some helpful sources/examples: https://www.nytimes.com/column/the-stone; 

https://www.apaonline.org/page/oped 
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